
TO
PPIN

G
 TR

EES
T

opping occurs w
hen the vertical stem

 (leader)
and upper prim

ary lim
bs (scaffold branches) on

m
ature trees are cut back to stubs at a uniform

height. T
opping is also referred to as heading,

stubbing or dehorning.

W
hy D

oes Topping
D

am
age Trees?

•
T

o
p
p
in

g
 red

u
ces a tree’s fo

o
d
-m

ak
in

g
 cap

acity
.

•
T

o
p

p
in

g
 stim

u
lates u

n
d

esirab
le w

ater-sp
o

u
t

g
ro

w
th

.

•
T

o
p

p
in

g
 creates a h

azard
.

•
T

o
p

p
in

g
 cau

ses in
ju

ry
 to

 th
e b

ark
.

•
T

o
p

p
in

g
 d

isfig
u

res trees.

M
U

LC
H

IN
G

 TIPS
W

onder w
hy you spend so m

uch m
oney m

ulching

your plants? L
isted below

 are som
e reasons w

hy

m
ulching is essential for plants, trees and shrubs.

M
ulching

•
H

elps m
aintain m

oisture.

•
Im

pedes w
eed grow

th.

•
C

ontrols soil erosion.

•
H

elps protect trees from
 m

ow
er and w

eed eater

dam
age.

•
R

educes soil com
paction.

•
Im

proves soil fertility.

•
M

oderates soil tem
perature.

•
L

O
O

K
S

 G
O

O
D

!

F
or trees and shrubs, spread m

ulch evenly to a

tw
o-to-three inch depth. N

ever pile m
ulch

around the trunk of a tree, alw
ays pull it back

from
 the stem

 of the plants.

R
em

inder: O
rganic m

ulch w
ill decom

pose after

som
e tim

e and w
ill need to be replenished. D

o not

let the m
ulch get m

ore than four inches deep.

YAR
D

 W
AS

TE
R

esidents are urged to “Just M
ow

 It” and leave

grass clippings on their law
n. (M

ulched clippings

act as a natural fertilizer for law
ns.) Y

ard w
aste is

collected year-round on W
ednesdays. It includes

grass, leaves, sm
all branches and w

eeds.  T
he

m
aterial w

ill be taken to a S
W

A
C

O
 contracted

com
posting site.

•
Y

ard w
aste m

ust be in paper bags, not to exceed

fifty pounds.

•
L

im
bs, branches, tree and shrub trim

m
ings w

ill

be collected if they are tied w
ith light tw

ine in

bundles no m
ore than tw

o feet

by five feet. T
ree trunks m

ust

be less than eight inches in

diam
eter. B

undles m
ust w

eigh

less than fifty pounds.

•
S

od, dirt and rocks are not yard w
aste. F

ollow

the trash guidelines for disposal.

•
L

um
ber, landscape tim

bers and railroad ties are

construction debris. F
ollow

 trash guidelines for

disposal.

•
H

oliday trees should be collected w
hole. Please

rem
ove all decorations, plastic bags and tree

stands.

S
TR

EET TR
EE C

AR
E

A Property O
w

ner’s G
uide

to Pruning, M
ulching and

Yard W
aste D

isposal

C
ity of G

ahanna
D

epartm
ent of Parks and R

ecreation

D
epartm

ent Phone:
6
1
4
-3

4
2
-4

2
6
0

C
ity Arborist Phone:

6
1
4
-3

4
2
-4

2
6
1

C
ity Arborist Fax:

6
1
4
-3

4
2
-4

3
6
1

E-m
ail: parksandrec@

gahanna.gov

S
ID

EW
ALK

 D
AM

AG
E

It is a property ow
ner’s responsibility to m

aintain
the public sidew

alk bordering his or her property
in a safe condition. T

his includes repairing any
dam

age caused by street trees. F
or inform

ation
regarding street trees, contact the C

ity of G
ahanna

A
rborist at 614-342-4261.

W
R

O
N

G

R
IG

H
T



PR
U

N
IN

G
 H

AZAR
D

S
P

rune out w
eak or narrow

-angled tree branches
that overhang hom

e, sidew
alk or other areas w

here
falling lim

bs could injure people or property.

It’s the responsibility of the hom
eow

ner to elim
inate

branches that interfere w
ith street light signals and

overhead w
ires. R

em
em

ber, D
O

 N
O

T
 attem

pt
to prune trees near electrical and utility w

ires
yourself. C

ontact utility com
panies or

G
ahanna’s m

aintenance w
orkers to handle it.

A
m

erican
 E

lectric P
ow

er: 1-800-277-2177
O

h
io U

tilities P
rotection

 S
ervice: 1-800-362-2764

Tree M
aintenance

Proper tree m
aintenance is an ongoing process and

should be considered part of a hom
eow

ner’s overall
yard care. M

aintenance includes pruning, w
atering,

and rem
oving fallen leaves, branches and other

debris. T
he C

ity w
ill rem

ove leaves, branches and
tree debris free of charge if it is properly cut,
bundled and/or bagged and set out on the curb on
the designated day of the w

eek. P
lease refer to

trash pickup guidelines for inform
ation on this

service.

G
AH

AN
N

A S
TR

EET TR
EE

G
U

ID
ELIN

ES
M

any G
ahanna residents ask if they are allow

ed
to help m

aintain and prune the street trees for
their hom

es. In fact, it is the responsibility of
the hom

eow
ner to do this.

B
ecause residents frequently ask for guidance

on how
 to properly perform

 this task, w
e have

prepared this inform
ative guide. T

he C
ity’s P

arks
D

epartm
ent and the C

ity A
rborist are alw

ays
available for guidance and can be reached by
calling or e-m

ailing us. T
hank you for helping

keep our city street trees looking great!

W
hat Are S

treet Trees?

S
treet trees are the trees located on the law

n or
right-of-w

ay area also know
n as an easem

ent
(usually the area betw

een the street and the sidew
alk

of your law
n). R

ight-of-w
ay is the area dedicated

to the C
ity (usually w

hen a hom
e is built) and the

area w
here utility lines are typically placed. B

ecause
the C

ity m
ust have access to these utilities, the

C
ity retains ow

nership of  right-of-w
ay areas,

including the trees. L
ike sidew

alks, curbs and
drivew

ays, street trees are the m
aintenance

responsibility of the hom
eow

ner.

The Im
portance of S

treet Trees

T
rees are a vital asset to any urban environm

ent.
T

rees add beauty, are a source of oxygen, absorb
carbon dioxide, provide shade, absorb noise and
usually increase property values. G

ahanna residents
enjoy a colorful variety of street trees and their
planting is now

 required for all new
 residential

and m
ost com

m
ercial developm

ents. G
ahanna has

been designated a T
ree C

ity U
S

A
 for m

ore than
ten consecutive years, and believes the street tree
program

 is a contributing factor in this recognition.

PR
U

N
IN

G
 PR

IN
C

IPLES
Proper Pruning C

uts

In order to m
ake a proper pruning cut, first locate

the branch collar. T
he branch collar is an extension

of the m
ain stem

 of the tree w
here the branch joins

the m
ain trunk. C

utting into the branch collar
allow

s decay to expand into the tree’s m
ain trunk.

PR
U

N
IN

G
 TIPS

P
roper tree pruning should be done on a regular

basis to ensure tree health, control grow
th and

enhance a tree’s overall appearance.

T
rees should be pruned for the first tim

e tw
o-to-

five years after planting and then every five-to-
seven years thereafter. E

xtensive pruning is best
done from

 w
inter to early spring (generally before

new
 grow

th starts). L
ight pruning to rem

ove or
cut back branches, how

ever, can and should be
done any tim

e of year.

S
om

etim
es, trees require im

m
ediate pruning after

storm
s, accidents and/or disease. A

fter a lim
b

falls, the rem
aining stub needs corrective pruning.

R
em

oving broken stubs by m
aking clean cuts w

ill
ensure the tree’s health and recovery.

S
treet Tree G

uidelines
T

o help m
aintain our C

ity trees and their m
any

benefits, G
ahanna C

ity C
ode reads:

•
Street tree lim

bs m
ust be at least eight feet above

the sidew
alk.

•
S

treet tree lim
bs m

ust be at least fifteen feet
above the street.

•
T

he tree location should be at least tw
enty feet

from
 street intersections and ten feet from

 fire
hydrants and utility poles. C

ul-de-sac street trees
w

ill be located at the appropriate discretion of
the C

ity L
andscape B

oard.

•
A

 street tree shall be planted one-half the
distance betw

een the curb and sidew
alk.

•
T

he m
axim

um
 spacing for large trees shall be

fifty feet for m
edium

 trees and thirty-to-forty
feet for sm

all trees.

For detailed inform
ation, copies of G

ahanna’s
Landscape O

rdinance are available at the
Parks &

 Recreation D
epartm

ent
C

ity H
all, 200 S. H

am
ilton Rd

G
ahanna, O

H
 43230.

A
 properly pruned tree should look like nothing

drastic has been done to it. G
ood pruning should

not be determ
ined by how

 m
any branches are on

the ground, but rather by w
hat rem

ains on the tree.

If you
 h

ave qu
estion

s con
cern

in
g th

e

health or m
aintenance of your street tree,

please con
tact a G

ah
an

n
a P

arks

represen
tative.

P
h

on
e: 614-342-4261 or

E
m

ail: parksan
drec@

gah
an

n
a.gov

•
M

ake cuts on the outside of branch collar.

•
D

o not leave branch stub, living or dead.

•
U

se sharp, clean pruning tools.

•
W

ear safety glasses.

•
D

o not use pruning paint.

•
N

ever clim
b a tree to prune.

•
D

o not prune lim
bs near pow

er lines.

N
ever rem

ove m
ore than one-third of the live

crow
n in a single pruning.

B
efore

After
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